
Excel 2010
Adding Error Bars
1.1) Error bars are typically added to a group 
of similar data values.  For this assignment, 
I’ve chosen to input my data with a row for all 
of the 1994 data and a row for all of the 1995 
data.  There are three columns for means, and 
three columns for the error bars.
1.2)  Error bars are usually symmetrical, so 
you only need one value for both the + error 
bar that will appear above the mean and the 
“-” error bar that will appear below it.
1.3)  To add error bars, fir click on one of the 
bars in the graph.  You’ll notice that Excel will 
highlight that mean value for that specific bar, 
and also the value for the other mean in the 
same column.  For me, it has highlighted the 
two means in blue.
1.4)  When you add your error bars, you add 
them to both of these mean values at the 
same time.
1.5)  An important point: you add the error 
bars by highlighting them in the spreadsheet, 
NOT by typing in the value by hand.



2.1) To add the error bars Click 
on one of the bars in your 
graph and then Click on 
Layout 
2.2) Select “Error Bars” on the 
right-hand side
2.3) From the bottom of the 
drop-down list select “More 
error bar options”
2.4) A window will appear.  In 
the bottom right region select 
“Custom” and click on “Specify 
Value”.  Another, smaller 
window will appear



3.1)  There will be two boxes.  The top one says “top 
error value” and the bottom one says “negative error 
value.”  
3.2) For some reason Excel puts in “={1}”.  You’ll need 
to get rid of this
3.3)  To add your error bars, click in the Top box, click 
back space to get rid of the “={1}” and then highlight 
the values of  your error bars in your spreadsheet.  
I’ve put an orange box around my error bars to the 
left.  
3.4) As noted above, you don’t type in the error bar 
values – you get them from your main spreadsheet.
3.5)  Be careful to make sure you remove the “={1}”.  
If you don’t, you’ll get an error.  In the middle box 
I’ve shown you this mistake.  Notice that it says 
“={1}+Sheet…”  If this happens you’ll get an error.  
I’ve shown what it should look like in the third box on 
the right.

Notice the 
Mistake!
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4.1)  An almost finished graph with error bars.  
I will need to add labels to the axes.


